CLAIMS 

We claim: 

1 . / AiWticle of manufacture for use in a data processing system for updating an 
application program for execution on the data processing system, said article of manufacture 
comprising a aomputer-readable storage medium having a computer program embodied in said 
medium which clauses the data processing system to execute the method steps comprising: 

defining a configuration of the application program corresponding to a particular 
user of the applicatiorV>rogram; 

determining, that the stored configuration corresponds to the requesting user; 

determining if Viy items described in the configuration have been updated; 

retrieving an updated item if the item has been updated; and 

building the application program with the updated item. 
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1 2. The article of manufacture of claim 1 wherein the computer program embodied in said 

2 medium ckuses the data processing system to execute the additional method steps comprising: 

3 \ encrypting and storing the configuration in a manifest file; 

4 authenticating the user in response to the user requesting the application 

5 program; \ 

6 decryptin\the manifest file to produce a decrypted configuration in response to 

7 the user authentication; 

%Q \ 

% determining if aW items described in the decrypted configuration have been 

"91 updated; \ 

=p \ 

f(f retrieving an updatedVem if the item has been updated; and 

l"M£ building the application pkogram with the updated item. 
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1 3. TheVticle of manufacture of claim 1 wherein the computer program embodied in said 

2 medium cause\the data processing system to execute the additional method steps comprising: 

3 encrWing and storing the configuration in a manifest file stored on the remote 

4 data processing system; 

5 downloading the manifest file from the remote data processing system to the 

6 local data processing system; 

7 decrypting the (downloaded manifest file to produce a downloaded configuration 
% in response to the user authentication; 

9j determining if any itams described in the downloaded configuration have been 

l|[ updated; and \ 

lite retrieving an updated item from the remote data processing system to the local 

127 data processing system according \o the downloaded configuration if the item has been 

ljjjM updated. \ 

1 4. The article of manufacture of claim 3 wherein the computer program embodied in said 

2 medium causes the data processing system to execute the additional method step comprising: 

3 downloading data from the remote oata processing system to the local data 

4 processing system according to the decrypted configuration. 
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1 5. The article of manufacture of claim 4 wherein the computer program embodied in said 

2 medium causes\he data processing system to execute the additional method steps comprising: 

3 authenticating the user in response to the user requesting the application 

4 program; and \ 

5 responsive tathe user authentication, downloading data from the remote data 

6 processing system to tlae local data processing system according to the stored 

7 configuration. \ 



STL920000092US1 



*7' # # 

6. A metl\pd for use in a data processing system for updating an application program for 
execution on th^data processing system, said method comprising the steps of: 

definmg a configuration of the application program corresponding to a particular 
user of the application program; 

determinin^that the stored configuration corresponds to the requesting user; 

determining if any items described in the configuration have been updated; 

retrieving an update^ item if the item has been updated; and 

building the applicationWogram with the updated item. 
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1 7. Th^method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

2 encrypting and storing the configuration in a manifest file; 

3 authenticating the user in response to the user requesting the application 

4 program; \ 

5 decrypting the naanifest file to produce a decrypted configuration in response to 

6 the user authentication; \ 

4l determining if any items described in the decrypted configuration have been 

CB updated; \ 

retrieving an updated item iXthe item has been updated; and 

Lft building the application program with the updated item. 
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1 8. The method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

2 \ 

3 encrypting and storing the configuration in a manifest file stored on the remote 

4 data processing system^ 

5 downloading, the manifest file from the remote data processing system to the 

6 local data processing \system; 

7 decrypting the downloaded manifest file to produce a downloaded configuration 

8 in response to the user authentication; 

sat \ 

0 determining if any item^iescribed in the downloaded configuration have been 

t(J updated; and \ 

\¥ retrieving an updated item from the remote data processing system to the local 

f£ data processing system according to thrown loaded configuration if the item has been 

EJ updated. \ 

1 9. The method of claim 8 further comprising the Xtep of: 

2 downloading data from the remote data processing system to the local data 

3 processing system according to the decrypted configuration. 
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1 10. The mtethod of claim 9 further comprising the steps of: 

2 authenticating the user in response to the user requesting the application 

3 program; and \ 

4 responsiveVo the user authentication, downloading data from the remote data 

5 processing system tathe local data processing system according to the stored 

6 configuration. \ 
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11. A computer system for updating an application program for execution on the data 
processing systerKL said computer system comprising: 

a configuration of the application program corresponding to a particular user of 
the application program; 

a determinationVhat the stored configuration corresponds to the requesting user; 

a determination if arW items described in the configuration have been updated; 

a retrieval of an updated item if the item has been updated; and 

an application builder for building the application program with the updated 

item. 
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1 12. The computer system of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

2 an encryntor for encrypting and storing the configuration in a manifest file; 

3 an authentication of the user in response to the user requesting the application 

4 program; \ 

5 a decryptor for decrypting the manifest file to produce a decrypted configuration 

6 in response to the user authentication; 

W a determination if any items (described in the decrypted configuration have been 

rk updated; \ 

14 a retrieval of an updated item if the \tem has been updated; and 

fU \ 

Eff an application builder for building the application program with the updated 

H item. \ 
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13. Th<kcomputer system of claim 1 1 further comprising: 



a manifest file stored on the remote data processing system comprising an 
encrypted and stored\onfiguration; 

a downloaded, manifest file comprising the manifest file downloaded from the 
remote data processin&system to the local data processing system; 

a downloaded configuration produced from decrypting the downloaded manifest 
file in response to the user authentication; 

a determination if any item§ described in the downloaded configuration have 
been updated; and 

an updated item retrieved from tnfe remote data processing system to the local 
data processing system according to the downloaded configuration if the item has been 
updated. 



14. The computer system of claim 13 further comprising 

downloaded data downloaded from the remoteNdata processing system to the 
local data processing system according to the decrypted Configuration. 
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1 1 5. The computer system of claim 14 further comprising: 

2 an authentication of the user in response to the user requesting the application 

3 program; and \ 

4 downloaded datk downloaded from the remote data processing system to the 

5 local data processing system according to the stored configuration responsive to the 

6 user authentication. \ 
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